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Increase the resilience of our communities,  
natural systems, and infrastructure to climate risks 



1. Assess vulnerabilities and risks from climate change 
 

2. Increase the resilience of our built and natural 
environments 
 

3. Protect public health from the effects of climate change 
 

4. Increase the city’s preparedness for extreme climate 
events 
 

5. Create resilient communities though public information 
and outreach 

PlaNYC outlines a five-pronged approach  
to increase our climate resilience 



Assess vulnerabilities and risks from climate change: 
Regularly assess climate change projections 



Assess vulnerabilities and risks from climate change: 
Update the City’s Flood Insurance Rate Maps 



Assess vulnerabilities and risks from climate change: 
Develop tools to measure our current and future climate exposure 



Assess vulnerabilities and risks from climate change: 
Develop tools to measure our current and future climate exposure 



Increase the resilience of our built and natural environments: 
Protect New York City’s critical infrastructure 



Increase the resilience of our built and natural environments: 
Update regulations to increase the City’s resilience 

Over 200 technical experts identified 
111 ways to “green” NYC’s construction 
codes.  
 
Recommendations include: 

• Create and tie codes to flood maps 
with sea level rise 

• Safeguard toxic materials in flood 
zones 

• Ensure toilets and sinks can operate 
during blackouts 

• Enhance building water supply 
• Investigate passive survivability 

strategies 



Increase the resilience of our built and natural environments: 
Update regulations to increase the City’s resilience 



Increase the resilience of our built and natural environments: 
Identify and evaluate citywide coastal protective measures 



Protect public health from the effects of climate change: 
Mitigate the urban heat island effect 



Increase the city’s preparedness for extreme climate events: 
Integrate climate change projections into emergency management 



30 additional initiatives in other chapters  
will increase our climate resilience 



30 additional initiatives in other chapters  
will increase our climate resilience 



Sustainable Stormwater Management Planted over 500,000 trees  
as part of MillionTreesNYC 



Sustainable Stormwater Management Designing parks and waterfront areas  
to accommodate water 



Sustainable Stormwater Management Investing $1.5 billion as part of  
Green Infrastructure Plan 



Sustainable Stormwater Management Developing a wetland  
protection strategy 



Sustainable Stormwater Management Restoring and creating new wetlands  
in Jamaica Bay 
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Launched “Solar Empowerment Zones” 
to increase the use of solar energy 




